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EDUCATION AND COMMUNITIES COMMITTEE – 19 JANUARY 2021
_______________________________________________________________________


	
	
	

	
	Education and Communities Committee
	

	
	
	

	
	Tuesday 19 January 2021 at 4pm
	

	
	
	

	
	Present: Provost Brennan, Councillors Clocherty, Curley, MacLeod, McCabe, C McEleny, McVey, Murphy, Quinn, Robertson and Wilson, Rev. F Donaldson, Rev. D Burt and Mrs F Gilpin, Church Representatives, Ms A McMillan, Parent Representative and Ms P McEwan, Teacher Representative.
	

	
	
	

	
	Chair: Councillor Clocherty presided.
	

	
	
	

	
	In attendance: Corporate Director Education, Communities & Organisational Development, Head of Culture, Communities & Educational Resources, Head of Education, Service Manager, Community Learning & Development, Community Safety & Resilience and Sport, Mr I Cameron (for Chief Financial Officer), Finance Exchequer Manager, Ms G Murphy (for Head of Legal & Property Services), Ms S Lang and Ms D Sweeney (Legal & Property Services), Property Services Manager, ICT Services Manager and Service Manager Communications, Tourism and Health & Safety.
	

	
	
	

	
	The meeting was held by video-conference.
	

	
	
	

	
	The following paragraphs are submitted for information only, having been dealt with under the powers delegated to the Committee.
	

	
	
	

	42
	Apologies, Substitutions and Declarations of Interest
	42

	
	
	

	
	No apologies for absence were intimated.
	

	
	
	

	
	Councillors Clocherty and Quinn declared a non-financial interest in agenda items 2 (Education & Communities Committee: Expedited Business, Relevant Updates and Operational Log) and 3 (Free Swimming for Under 16s).
	

	
	
	

	43
	Education & Communities Committee: Expedited Business, Relevant Updates and Operational Log
	43

	
	
	

	
	There was submitted a report by the Corporate Director Education, Communities & Organisational Development requesting the Committee to consider expedited business, relevant updates and the operational log for the Education & Communities Committee.
	

	
	Councillors Clocherty and Quinn declared a non-financial interest in this item as Members of the Board of Inverclyde Leisure.  They also formed the view that the nature of their interest and of the item of business did not preclude their continued presence at the meeting or their participation in the decision-making process.
	

	
	Decided:
	

	
	(1) that the contents of the report be noted;
	

	
	(2) that it be remitted to Officers to review the reporting arrangements in respect of the Capital and Revenue budgets; and
	

	
	(3) that a report be submitted to the Committee at an appropriate time providing an evaluation of the effect of the COVID-19 pandemic on the education of young people within Inverclyde and the action being taken to recover from this impact.
	

	
	
	

	
	Rev. Donaldson, Rev. Burt, Mrs Gilpin and Ms McEwan left the meeting at this juncture.
	

	
	
	

	44
	Free Swimming for Under 16s
	44

	
	
	

	
	There was submitted a report by the Corporate Director Education, Communities & Organisational Development outlining options for providing free swimming for under 16s in Inverclyde following the decision of the Council in December 2020 to agree, as part of the 2021/22 budget process, a saving of £100,000 from the £180,000 budget for free swimming.
	

	
	Councillors Clocherty and Quinn declared a non-financial interest in this item as Members of the Board of Inverclyde Leisure.  They also formed the view that the nature of their interest and of the item of business did not preclude their continued presence at the meeting or their participation in the decision-making process.
	

	
	Decided: that consideration be continued to the next meeting of the Committee on 9 March 2020 for a further detailed report providing information and financial implications relative to (1) the possible provision of the additional  amount of approximately £27,000 required for Option 3, as outlined in the report,  from the Under 19s Sports Subsidy or another funding source and (2) the proposal comprising the following: (a) that Inverclyde Leisure be paid for each swim rather than a set annual sum, (b) that under 11s swimming be continued on the same basis, (c) that children 11 to under 16 be able to access free swimming with presentation of a Young Scot Card to enable customer information to be gathered, (d) that the remaining budget be allocated from COVID funding for the period 2021/22 and (e) that a report be brought back to a future Education & Communities Committee providing information on customers using free school meals to enable consideration of the outcomes achieved by the free under 16s swimming policy and decision on future policy.
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